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The latest development and significance of EU environmental
criminal legislation

ZHAO Chi, TIAN Xin-qiao
(Schod of Hunanities Zhejiang Forestty College, Lin’an 311300 Zhejiang, China)

Abstract: The European commission (EU) legislation on environmental criminal law is developed rapidly in recent
years. After the Council of Europe promulgated a Convention on the Protection of the Environment Through Criminal
law in November 1998, the Furopean Commission and the EU Council of Ministers drafted a Directive and a
Framework Decision of the same topic respectively in March 2001 and Jaruary 2003. The development of the above
environmental criminal laws presents some distinct features such as taking ecological benefits orientated standpoint,
expanding criminal components and more reasonable punishments of envionmental offenses. EU legislation on

environmental criminal law is referential for the counterpart legidlations in China. [ Ch, 11 ref.]
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