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A review of land use and land cover changes in China

CAO Yin-gui" > ZHOU Wei', CHENG Ye"?, XU Ning" > HAO Yin’

(1. School of Land Science and Technology, China University of Geosciences Beijing 100083 China; 2. Key
Laboratory of Land Use, China Academy of Land Explomtion and Planning Beijing 100035, China; 3. Jingzhou
Land Arrangement Center, Jingzhou 4341000 Hubei China)

Abstract: To improve research on land use and land cover changes (IUCC) in China, the literature on LUCC

research over the past two decades was reviewed, new theories and research methods were summarized, and further

development was predicted. Results indicated that the science of LUCC has made great achievements in its

quantitative study, study of the driving forces and land use simulation. Two important accomplishments were

noted. One was the diversity of the driving factors. The other was the interdisciplinary work with LUCC along with

new modifications for land use change simulation, including from quantitative to spatial simulations, from single-

method to a multiple-method simulations, and from models of biological and physical to models with socio-economic

driving forces. However, to promote research development and ensure applicability of the research results further

LUCC research should have higher precision requirements. [ Ch, 46 ref. |
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