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An empirical research on the functions of rural tourism

CAI Bi-fan', YU Yi-wu', ZHANG Jian-guo', XIA Sheng-min’

(1. School of Tourism and Health, Zhejiang Forestry College, Lin’an 311300, Zhejiang, China; 2. Qili
Township Government of Kecheng Districty, Quzhou 324015, Zhejiang, China)

Abstract: Taking Qili township of Kecheng district, Quzhou City, as an example, the functions of rural
tourism via questionnaire survey were analyzed, thorough field survey and review of related data. Results
indicated that rural tourism has various functions, including economical, environmental and social-culture
functions. But rural tourism also had many problems and challenges such as the limited contribution to the
tourist industry chain, pressure on the environment during the tourism seasons, the “urbanization” of rural
scenic spots, the disappearance of rurality and the fierce competition of the tourism market. The author
suggested the functions of rural tourism should be analyzed dialectically and the negative functions should be
tackled. [ Ch, 1 fig. 2 tab. 8 ref. ]
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