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Two new plant varieties from Putuo Island, Zhejiang Province
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Abstract: Two new varieties, Ficus pumila Linn. var. microcarpa G.Y. Li et Z.H. Chen and Rhododendron
stmsii Planch. var. putuoense G.Y. Li et Z.H. Chen were found on Putuo Island, Zhejiang Province. Com-
pared to F. pumila var. pumila, F. pumila var. microcarpa had smaller achenes, elliptical or broadly ellipti-
cal leaves 2.0 — 4.0 em in length and 1.7 — 2.6 cm in diameter with an obtuse apex, smaller leaves on fer-
tile branchlets, and usually a roll down margin. Also, R. simsii var. putuoense, having a purplish red
corolla, differed from R. simsii var. simsii. [En, 2 fig. 5 ref.]
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In 2008 — 2009, while investigating the plant resources of Putuo Island, we found a liana of Ficus
(Moraceae ), which shape look like Ficus pumila, and a shrub which is similar to Rhododendron simsii
(Ericaceae) except the purplish red corolla. After checking the relevant specimens and documentation!'=,

they were identified as two new taxa.

Received date: 2010-01-12; Revised date: 2010-03-25

Fundation item: Zhoushan Science and Technology Project (081033); Key Project of Zhejiang Science and Technology
Department (2006€12059); Special Infrasturcture Construct Project of Ministry of Science and Technol-
ogy (2005DKA21403)

Biography: LI Gen-you, professor, supervisor of master, specializing in development and utilization of plant resources.

E-mail: ligy1956@163.com



927 &% 6 PGS RIT OB L 1Y 2 A A2 Bl 909

1 Ficus pumila Linn. var. microcarpa G. Y. Li et Z. H. Chen, var. nov. (/NERFER)

Species affinis Ficus pumila Linn. var. pumila, sed acheniis minuti, ellipticis vel latis ellipticis, raro
subglobosis, 2 — 4 cm longis, 1.7 - 2.6 c¢m diameteris, apicibus obtusis; foliis fertilibus minuti,
marginibus plerumque reflesix.

China. Zhejiang (#77T.): Putuo Island (B¢ 111 & ), Fodingshan (f# 10111 ), mountains, on rocks and
trees, alt. 260 m, 2009-09-24, G. Y. Li, S. H. Jin, D. D. Ma, et al. (A, &K%, SFHH5)
PT0909082 (holotype,, ZJFC, fruit). Figure 1-A-D.

This variety only found in the Putuo Island currently, and its distribution area is small, so that it

needs special protection.

2 Rhododendron simsii Planch. var. putoense G. Y. Li et Z. H. Chen, var. nov.
(EmAHE)

Species affinis Rhododendron simsii Franch var. simsii, sed frutico semi-sempervirenti, floris purpureo.

China. Zhejiang (#i{1.): Putuo Island (% % (11 & ), Baihuashan ( [H#E1l1), in shrubbery, alt. 43 m,
2008-03-30, G. Y. Li, S. H. Jin, D. D. Ma, et al.(ZEWRA, &KE, DFFF5% )PT08071 (holotype,
ZJ¥C, flower). Figure 2-A-B.

We found that all the wild plants of Rhododendron in Putuo Island were this variety.

Figure 1 Ficus pumila var. microcarpa (A. the habitat; Figure 2 Rhododendron simsii var. putoense
B. fruit; C. differences of fruit and leaf; (A. flower; B. habitat)
D. the profile of hypenthium)
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