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Abstract: In order to gain a better understanding of the future development trend of global timber production,
and provide the basis for the formulation and adjustment of policy guidelines, this paper gave a brief analysis
of the changes in production of global industry roundwood and major end products between 1961 — 2009 on the
basis of reports and data from FAO and other research on the global forestry. The result proved that global in-
dustrial roundwood production showed a decreasing growth rate, while wood-based panels, paper and paper-
board remained high-speed growth. Besides, the production was gradually transferred from the developed to the
developing countries. It was concluded that those changes resulted from factors including accessible area of
forest, market demand, policies and regulations, technology development and natural disasters. To meet the
increasing global demand and reduce our dependence on imported timber, we should enhance the cultivation
and management of forest to improve forest quality and attach great importance to improving the wood utiliza-
tion rate and reducing timber demand by recycling and replacement technology. [Ch, 2 fig. 3 tab. 12 ref.]
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Table 2 Percentage of production of industry roundwood and major end products by region in 1961 — 2009
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