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Discussion on traditionity and modernity of urban design

LIU Wenyel, WANG Xiang- jun2

(1. College of Horticulture, Nanjing Agriculture Univewsity, Nanjing 210095 Jiangsw China; 2.
Depariment of Architecture, Southeast Universty, Nanjing 210096 Jiangsu China)

Abstract: The most profound characteristic of the city is its culture character, while culture is based on the
tradition pwofoundly. Contemporaty, the traditional urban pattern is not adapted to the modern development of the
city any longer. Fxemplified by Shanghai and Suzhou, this paper discusses the relation of tradition and modern,
and points out that they should be pervasive and dependent each other. Architecture and city are not called
“historic” because of their age, but because of the maturity and genetic power of their organizing principle and
these principles are transcendent and timeless, which is called “tradition”. As to design process we should seek
the dialectic coherence of the tradition and modem, the strategy including D tradition combine modem in
manipulation; @green and containable concept; (Dthe conception of historic conservation; @Dhuman living with

environments harmonious.

Key words: urban design; tradition; modern; strategy
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