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Table 1 The measures of the bones of three species of egrets
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Nycticorax nycticorax Ardeola bacchus

B1 ¥¢5%7

Figure 1 The bones of the head of egrets
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Figure 2 The shoulder girdle stemum and skeleon of wing
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Comparative morphology study of the skeletons
of three species of egrets

7ZHU Xi, WANG Mei-ong, HAN Hong
(School of Life Sciences, Zhejiang Forestty Collgegs Lin an 311300 Zhejiang, China)

Abstract: With the skeleton specimens made of fully grown Nycticorax nycicorax, Egretta gaztta and Areeola
bacachus, the morphological structures of these three species of egrets fom three genera are studied and compared.
The results show that the bones on the head heal up well, but palatal plates are incomplete. The jawbones are a
pair of thin bone pieces extending flatly to the front and the rear; the maxilla and the left and right maxillas don t
consolidate in the central section. The vomers in the middle split into desmognathism. Besides, the investigation
shows that there re oval concave openings may attribute to the different development degrees of different individuals.
[Ch, 3 fig. 1ltab. 19 ref.]
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