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Caloric value and ash content in the leaves at the different
development stages of five Fiais species

TAN Zhong-qi" >, LIN Yi-ming's XIANG Ping's DING Yin-long"’, PENG Zai-qing'
(1. School of TLife Sciences Xiamen Univesity, Xiamen 361005 Fujiann China; 2. Xiamen Botanical Garden,
Xiamen 361003, Fujian, China)

Abstract: Caloric values and ash contents in the leaves at the different growth stages of five Ficus species ( Ficus
religiosa, F. elastica, F. laco, F. miaocarpa cv. Golden-leaves, F. microcarpa) awre studied. The results
are as follows: (1) ash contents increase with the growth of leaves; the relatively high ash contents of old leaves
are not the lowest, which indicates that the leaves have a mechanism to maintain the balance of nutritious elements;
(2) young leaves have relatively higher gross caloric value than mature and old leaves, gross caloric value in the
leaves at the different development stages vaty with species; (3) gross caloric values in the leaves at the different
development stages have distinct linear corelation with ash contents (P<0. 05); (4) ash-free caloric values in
the leaves at the different development stages also vary with species. [ Ch, 4 tab. 16 ref. |

Key words: botany; Ficus; leaves at the different development stages; caloric value; ash content



