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Table 1 Application of the methods of mediating forest ovnership dispute in six cities in Zhejiang Province (1980— 2002)
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2.1 Table 2 Application of the three methods in mediating
. , different types of forest ownership dispute (1980— 2002)
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A comparative study of ways to mediate forest ownership dispute

CHEN Yong*ful, CHENG Yurrhangl, L Lanyingl, CHEN Kangﬂling2
(1. School of Economics and Managemens Zhejiang Forestry College, Lin'an 311300, Zhejiang China; 2.
Forest Enterprise of Linan City, Lin’an 311300 Zhejiang China)

Abstract: There are three common ways to mediate forest ownership dispute, namely, negotiation, administrative
ruling and judicial arbitration. They apply to different conditions. Negotiation is based on the condition that the
forest ownership dispute is not caused by unilateral illegal behaviors and parties wncemed are willing to negotiate
and respect facts. The application of administrative ruling is on the condition that the dispute cant be setiled by
negotiation or hasn t been tried by court. Judicial arbitration is applied only after the procedure of administrative
ruling or by submitting the case to the curt within the fixed time. Negotiation can facilitate both the abidance and
enforcement of the agreement, and the social unity and stability. However, the deficiency of this method lies in the
longer mediation and much cost of finance and materials. Efficient administrative ruling can effectively setile the
forest ownership dispute in time and control the case of unreasonable dispute. However, the peforming effect of this
method is not good because it is likely to bring forth antagonism between the parties concemed. Although judicial
arbitration is fair and just and with the least consumption of labor, money and material, the enforcement of the
arbitration cammot be guaranteed. According to the actual wnditions in Zhejiang Province and from the perspectives
of management and settlement mechanisms, policies and laws, the specific measures in properly applying these three

mediating ways are put forward. [ Ch, 2 tab. 4 ref. ]
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