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Behavior characteristies of captive-bred female alpine
musk deer (Moschus sifanicus )

MENG Xiu-xiang, ZHANG Dong-jin, PAN Shi-xiu, HUI Cen-yi, FENG Jinchao, ZHOU Yi-jun
(College of Life and Envirormental Sciences Central University for Nationalities, Beijing 100081, China)

Abstract: To quantify the behavior of 23 captive-bred female alpine musk deer (Moschus sifanicus ) in the non-
mating season (from August to October) and the mating season (from November to January), and to record the
behavior frequency of 12 behavior patterns, such as standing-gazing and moving, an integrated method of focal
sampling, scanning sampling, and all occurrence recording were used on a musk deer farm in the Xinglongshan
National Nature Reserve of Gansu Province, China. The resulis show that there are behavioral differences between
mating season and non mating season, which caused by the different reproduction strategies and energy budget when
female musk deer enter the estrous season. The female musk deer in the mating season significantly had more
standing-gazing surrounding-exploring conflict behavior and moving but stately had less ingestion, rumination and
intimate behavior. [ Ch, 2 fig. 1tab. 23 ref. |

Key words: zoology; alpine musk deer ( Maschus sifanicus ); wild-caught; captive-bred; behavior ecology;

behavioral comparison



