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Cultivation history of Prunus mume in Changxing County,

Zhejiang Province
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Abstract: In order to explore the cultivation history of Prunus mume (Mei) in Changxing, the historical
tracks of planting Mei was analyzed systematically by reviewing local historical documents, studying the
paintings and poetries about Mei. The research findings indicated that Mei cultivation in Changxing started
in Tang Dynasty and mainly the fruit Mei, it was further developed in Song and Yuan Dynasties. During the
beginning of Ming Dynasty to the late Qing Dynasty which were the period of prosperity, the number of Mei
reached as many as 100 000. Due to the destruction by wars and the adjustment of agricultural structure,
the cultivation of Mei declined in late Qing Dynasty and the cultivation area was less than 1 hm? Since
1980s, Mei industry including fruit Mei, flower Mei, and fuctus Mei, resumed gradually and achieved a
great leap-forward development; the area of flower Mei reached 400 hm? in 2007. The history and the scale
of Mei cultivation in Changxing are comparable with all the other traditional production areas. It plays an
important part in the history of Mei cultivation and culture. [Ch, 15 ref.]
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