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Agricultural intellectual property rights protection and solutions
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Abstract: China’s agricultural genetic resources are confronted with a severe threat from bio-piracy. How-
ever, agricultural intellectual property rights play a significant role in agricultural technological innovation,
increase and safety of grain production, and the increase of farmers’ income as well. This paper discussed
the full meaning and the legal protection of agricultural intellectual property rights, analyzed the existing
problems in the protection of the agricultural intellectual property rights and their fundamental causes. Solu-
tions to strengthening the protection of the agricultural intellectual property rights were put forward on the
basis of the review of the international conventions and successful experiences of foreign countries. It was
suggested extending the protection scope for the patent objects and new plant cultivars by various laws and
bringing them into benefit-sharing system, making a special law on genetic resources, and defining farm-
ers’ rights as intellectual property rights. [Ch, 8 ref.]
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