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Determinants of farmer households’ attitudes towards the construction
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Abstract: Nature reserve and its neighborhood communities compose an organic whole. The attitudes of farmer
households in the neighborhood towards the construction of nature reserve are important factors of its sustain-
able development. Based on a survey on the management status of 8 nature reserves and the livelihoods of 192
farmer households in 24 neighborhood communities in Zhejiang and Shaanxi Provinces, this paper analyzed
the determinants of farmer households’ attitudes towards the nature reserve development in the neighborhood
through an Ologit model. The results indicated that if nature reserves could offer job opportunities and establish
compensation systems for the communities, farmer households’ willingness to support the nature reserve de-
velopment would be improved. However the existing co-management by the reserves and local communities,
and eco-tourism development had no significantly effects on farmer households’ willingness to support. The
farmer households with high consumption of firewood had lower support for the nature reserve development. The
impacts of farmer households’ incomes on their willingness to support were contradictory to the estimation and
the impacts were limited. This paper suggested that to better develop nature reserves, a co-management mech-

anism by the reserves and local communities should be improved and its roles should be fully played. Govern-
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ment should establish a long-effect multiple compensation mechanism to improve the livelihoods of local farm-
ers and reduce their direct reliance on the nature reserves. [Ch, 6 tab. 16 ref.]
Key words: environmental economics; nature reserve; management model; household livelihood; willing-

ness to support
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Table 2 Management status of nature reserve
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Table 3 Household income status
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Table 4 Household energy consumption status
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Table 5 Independent variables and their imaginable effects
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Table 6 Results of Ologit model
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