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miR3979-mediated arsenite tolerance in rice

ZHANG Liqing, CHEN Xia, HU Haichao, ZHANG Junting, GUAN Huigian, LIU Qingpo
(School of Agriculture and Food Science, Zhejiang A & F University, Lin’an 311300, Zhejiang, China)

Abstract: It was reported that miR3979 might be involved in the responses to arsenite and hydrogen peroxide
stresses in rice, but its biological function remains unclear. In this study, using transgenic plants overexpressing
miR3979 As21-2 and As21-3, and wild-type (WT) Zhonghua 11 as materials, we investigated its physiological
functions in response to arsenite stress in rice. The results showed that, compared with WT, transgenic plants
were more sensitive to arsenite, which has a greater arsenic absorption and translocation. Under arsenite stress,
the proline and soluble protein contents were significantly increased, while the activity of most of the antioxi-
dant enzymes SOD, POD, APX, and CAT was inhibited extensively in roots of transgenic plants. Furthermore, it
was found that miR3979 exhibited distinct gene expression profiles in leaves of WT and transgenic plants after
exposure to arsenite. These results may be very significative for further investigation the molecular mechanisms
of miR3979-mediated arsenic tolerance in rice, and also providing some useful clues for rice stress resistance
breeding. [Ch, 9 fig. 2 tab. 39 ref.]
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Triticum aestivum Fl £ K Zea mays S5 FARAEY), XA KFEMTE Y E B LAFK b & ABEM R 58 N
FMFRERBEZ — A, 769 E s e E AT . W S, KR RER A B B
KA A R A L R SRR A2 M S A AR B 3R P R 22 52107, NORTON Z6M% 3, 300 £ A ikiat /K f 3
PRI e, HORP R A B A 22 3~34 %, AR S 7 AR S 40%~64% . F3 AR B, 55T 3 R AR
it SRR RS 1 A AR AR R AR SR A e (i A 1 BRI, A DA TR R R TR g R, I A R R i R
B A S s AR AT s K R X A 25 S S 7 AR BRSSP AL . miRNA S AR A IR AR
() —Fh K B2 2 20~24 nt (9 9E S /MR AZ IR (RNA), B AT 5 7 91 B AREC X 1) 5 2 FE % ok i s e K
- E R R R R F RN RS R, miRNA 78 A2 P 04 5 ) S0 5 0 458 X 7 Jilh 3 vk #9524
RS an, KR A AR miRNA 35 0 2400 . b Sl T 5 R e A i e e i
ER TR R Z —, YA 7R S 54 5 miRNA Sk o] 2 62 B a6 B 0038 P o I AE R,
% A miRNA & B3 A&, SRIVASTAVA 4217 PANDEY 482V & SHARMA 28215 51| )\ I 3¢ Brassica
Juncea FKFE L)1 %2 2 69, 46 F1 280 > WAt 12 £k ol fift 722 1 1 17 47 5 6 35 19 miRNA . 54k, SR AT
— R A Y A S i 3 S R A R N (RT-PCR)H R, YU 48 K LIU 55253 51l & 4 36
F1 67 A~ 7K A A R ko 107 AH O 1) miRNA B BT ik, & 0L ¢ miRNA 7 8 2 7K A i 36 37 25 o 119
A= W) 2 Y RE Dy T 0 5T AR . maR3979 S LI %8 "ITE BF 5% /K R 0t ik A Ak A B I g B — A
miRNA, Fifif5, LIU 2050 R, 72 WM ERER PN T, miR3979 7E k5 Bk 86 AL 5 rh gk B & 1 i %
Ko BRILZAL, AR ULEIA % miRNA (05848 . M miRBase 4l /5 (Release 21) {) i B vl LA H
% miRNA ] 46 2 S s FE 510, B miR3979-5p 1l miR3979-3p, (H A2 Ihfe R A, JLH &% miR-
NA J&: 75 2 55 18 s 7ORe XoF 0 At R 6 B4 107 25 S I 25 i NI . STk, FRATIRTS T miR3979 Kyt k% 3%
UK FEAE AR, 4UFE L3 Al 3T miR3979 5 /K R P 19 56 &, IR 48 /8 th HoA 5 09 7K A 1 22 i oy
) A P

L AR

1.1 BB ELE

AHWFGELIRERG SR rp AR 1B AR BB, WT), miR3979 ik 63555 5L bk 2 (As21-2 Fl As21-3),
] 35 3 5 A e DL ORI S AR 93-11 FHIAMK 86 i bt o B 5640 Pk 3 45 (L3 b RHI W A -, I BT A v
S g L7 CEBRFNIARE 15 min, SR JE FZ MWK ok 3~5 W, e 1E 72K hig it % . ¥R )5 i
THB BN A IR R ZF &R, MABURIKE N 5.0 ¢- L7 SACESIE AL 5~7 do TF4h i K E21 4 cm
W, R R B S A E R R b Ak S g5, WHEAE 3 d B4R 1 OB SRR (L an R 0.274 mmol - L™
FEREE, 0.091 mmol-L™ 24, 0.5 wmol L™ & fk%%, 0.100 mmol - L7 @18 — 44, 0.4 pmol-L' iR
£, 0.183 mmol ‘L™ HifiR %, 0.2 wmol L™ B4, 3.0 pmol -L™ R, 0.1 wmol -L™" 40 R £, 0.183
mmol - L™ i@ 45, 40.0 wmol-L™" 2 —f& Y Z g4k (1 ) & [NaFe (Il )-EDTA ], 2.000 mmol - L2 B fifk /i
(MES), Jf &AL #0K pH M 2 pH 5.5) , B FEARTERE SR M b 2647, 45000 16 h G HA/8 h JEmG .

LG R IRBEAIL I A BT o B BRI A R Ak (As ) 38 2 LB, 3 RESE . Fridiid 21 d B, K4l
Oy R ) 3 L/ FRmi b, 8 MR-, AT 25.0 pmol - L S RGN HEA T B AL B, FEALFRAYSE 3 K
FEE 6 KBS 43 I %) AR 2 Fhid Jr BORE AR LR A7 AE-80 Crk A h & 1, JLARHE S AE LA f 105 “CoR 7 30
min, SRJGTE 75 CTRALH 48 h LLFE4r T4 )5 i .
1.2 #HEFEKIKS KPR

FIFIE 59 5'-AAA GAG CTC AGT CAT TCC ACT CCA TGT GCT TTG-3"Fl)Z |11 5] 4 5'-AAA GGA
TCC TGT TGC TTA ACT CCA GTA GCC ATG-3", MHfE 11 K[ 20 g3 11 29 310 bp (943 & miR3979
HIR7 511 DNA R B ¥ PCR ¥ 3 =48 Sac 1 1 BamH 1 X§Y)J5, #4%% pCAMBIA1300 #5 {4 I,
SR J5 53 0 R AR BOE R o L AL K W R A TR Escherichia coli FACHF 1 A grobacterium EHAL05, f% )5 ,
B BRI 2R A SR AP AE 11 @i, R & RIRE RPUIEI 5 AR A A AR . RIS
i 3 = H 3L 1R Ib 8% (CTAB) VAR BUK R SE I 4 DNA . 43 51 % FH 284438 FH 51 9 BemiR3979 3 [H 5 57 5 4y it
1R A BE U L (PCR)Y G, i th BRI Ty AL LR MR T 5 2P 58 . PCR IR R . 94 CHil
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A5 3 min, 94 CAEPE 1 min, 55 CiEk 45s, 72 CHEAH 80 s, 30 MEH, 72 CHLEM 10 min,
1.3 IMEEFEHEFRREHEN R (real time RT-PCR) 4347

k% J RNAiso for small RNA Kit (TaKaRa)#2 H/K %5/ RNA, £ i PrimeScript miRNA RT-PCR Kit
(TaKaRa)ffi FH6BH, DL U6 H N2, 1E Mastercycler ep realplex system (Eppendorf) I+ 17 52 H) 5 & RT-
PCR ¥ 18, W AR R AL 5.0 wL ¢cDNA, 5.0 pL 59 (£ 1), 10.0 pL ) 2x SYBRIES#. PCR §"# 4%
P R: 5895 CHIAEYE 1 min, #RJ5 95 CAEYE 15 s, 60 CEPE30s, 40 MEH ., EE 3 K-iAm". kH
2R Ak I 5 PR g A G Rk

%1 miR3979 LAt E=E RT-PCR K35 | ¥ &R K5I
Table 1 Real-time RT-PCR primer sequences for miR3979-5p and miR3979-3p

EIRVEY S S1YFE1(5'—3")
U6-F 5'-CGTGCTTGGGCGAGAGTAGTA-3’
U6-R 5'-GGGATGCAACACAAGGACTTC-3’
miR3979-5p-F 5'-GCCGTCTCTCTCTCCCTT-3’
miR3979-5p-R 5'-GTGCAGGGTCCGAGGT-3’
miR3979-5p Stem-loop primer 5'-GTCGTATCCAGTGCAGGGTCCGAGGTATTCGCACTGGATACGACGCCTTC-3’
miR3979-3p-F 5'-GTCGCTTCGGGGGAGGAG-3’
miR3979-3p-R 5'-GTGCAGGGTCCGAGGT-3’
miR3979-3p Stem-loop primer 5'-GTCGTATCCAGTGCAGGGTCCGAGGTATTCGCACTGGATACGACGCTTCT-3’

1.4 ®MFEESENE

Ve JBR 361 )5 1) S0 B RCFE R B P AR B 10 min J5, R AR R AT IEGRE . fER T e . HATES
HUKEFE S FBE SR A . B 0.3 g 5L, JIA 2.0 mL iR F1 0.5 mL i 58 L&, T 120 C&MF T A1k 24 h,
FER G, MA LB FIKE 200 mL, )5, ARG SEE 7RIS (ICP-MS, Agilent 7500a) X
it v ) R B A A B AT R o KR AR 2R X e 1 R A B ) A A % i DR TR ) A I SR T 1 R AR AR
AR R A ZE T g S SRR TR HEER o Sa= (TanaxX Rt TaonasXStionuss ) Rionase. TEA
A, Sw FRKFER R XA CRE ST 0 Toooens T Taeas 53 AR FAR 22 AN ZE T AP A (9 B T HE 20 800 R
F St 7 MAREMR R FZET W T E . S350, RITEERE R (To) R PGB AR R 555 8 X T 1Y g
FHZET 5 R 2 Hr i ) S i i A B (EDR R
1.5 £BIERNE
15,1 MERER R B R LG 2 SR A B R G 3 PO A FE 6 d A Rk v IR S I AR P vk L i
F A3 66 BE T 2 ZE O AE 520 nm AbWESGAE . {81 10.0 mg- L7 (14 fifi 220 B2 8 v VR s v i 2k
152 THRBEERGRREREGMNE RAZ SR ER O, XA 3 6 d i & AR R A B
A RO VR AT o TSR 595 nm AR SGAE . I 100 mg- L7 14 A 1M v A VR BRI 2
153 REAAHEHEMEA L  FREALE 3 F6 d R AR &A% 02 g, 5 3.0 mL 50.00 mmol - L™ @2 #1122
R (pH 7.8, 4175 0.20 mmol - L™ & Z i P4 £ % EDTA ) Al i ¢ B 2.0 g+ L 19 28 & f ik g e i (PVP) iR
Hla ., KB FRMETUE RS . S5, 764 CF 12 000 remin™ 8.0 20 min, B35 W UAH 9 A AL
TR I o Ak B AL (SOD) , 3 Uk & (CAT) DA K 2ok A A6 4 Bl (POD) 1 3% 0 7 43 031 2 R
GIANNOPOTITIS Fil RIES™', CAKMAK Fi1 MARSCHNER™'), & PUTTER ™45 J5 i o HLIp I R i 8 1L Wy i
CAPX) 75 A 1 S0 ) RS 0 B R, 1 19 S 23 ok EA T A 328
1.6 SitHH

P B3 3 RS R WA = AR iR o R A B/ i 3 Pk 22 B0 (LSD) X 4l 3047 O 22 4
Bt 78 5%7K - b 438 A 6] 48 A5 0] 1) 22 55 3 257K F- (SPSS 19.0)

2 HR5p4

21 AEERmEKFEEEE B miR3979 BIRIE ST
HU 2218 R GE LA T 3 AN [ 56 PR R R 0 S Al BR 6 B0 Tt 32, % B [l K e A AR 0 STV 7 1 R



574 AN N = 2016 4- 8 4 20 H

F T 32 PR R, ROl 93-11 R 86, )40 WIHH miR3979 5K FE T Z M &, 4007 T BE4E I
W3 AR IR KRR R R R i BRI Ol . SRR fE AP RRENAL RS, miR3979 1 3 N KAE LA
RURL S ) 2GR 4 32 B0, (H Sz R W AR (3 ) R R T 8.89, 11.66 il 1 198.36 %, K1 A),
W5 715 B 25 7K A % S0 e % 6 T 52 A 3 A 1G98 , miR3979 AT e 35 i 2 U AR TS #, teah, AT T
miR3979 YEBIK 86 MR &R . ZET ANy i SRR U i) ek 0k B, 762 B AP R L Bk aa 5, miR3979
FEICARTS B 4, LR R ZE T RN J 119 254.63 Fl 1 057.84 4%, 1711 76 2538 1 A X 28 35 1 S I 2
Tt (415 4%, B 1B), X5 R % miR3979 8 /K e 0 2 WA iR 46 Joh 3 3 8 v R #5246 T B AR
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Figure 1  Expression profiling of miR3979 in different rice genotypes (A) and in different tissues of Minghui 86 (B)

2.2 PHMEHE E ARG

FIUHRAT WA PR T miR3979 3 F3k e Ak i A 11 B9 %% LM Ak o R pCAMBIA1300 {4
G Ty AR SRR R JEAT PCR RGN (18] 2) 0 XF 8 A5G JE DI RR 2R RGN 25 SR 2 B, 400 i ik i
SRR R, 352 BRI, RN 88%,

M1 23 45 6 78 910111213141516

310 bp

M. DNA marker 2000; 1. 7K; 2. BHMEXTRE; 3~5, 7, 9~11, 13~16. HEILK PH MM RE; 6, 8, 12. %% 3L JA B4 AR Bk o
B 2 R4 B K4S e PCR #m)

Figure 2 PCR analysis of the transgenic rice plants carrying overexpressed miR3979

2.3 HEREKREFES miR3979 HIREHH

K miR3979 55 51¥), 3#r T miR3979-5p F1-3p 1EAFEFE bk R P pyR RGO . JATEB, 1E
EFARKZMT, SEAERPIE 1AL, SHERERMN g, miR3979-5p B3R K KF# W 5
miR3979-3p 1) 3235 7K1t WY {389 B3 R A & miR3979-5p (€] 3) . (EARIEE M2, TEfR R As21-2 #l
As21-3 H1, miR3979-5p Fl miR3979-3p [ 3iE/KF 5 e 11 AHEL AR S B0 4 3 bRl . e Tk, FRATTIESE
X2 AR R TF R G 2 5R .
2.4 HERKBHMZED T

TEIEH H RIS ST, SRR R (As21-2 F1 As21-3) 19 21 d 184 5 rbqe 11 JF Jo ] ke 7 2=
5, AHZFE 25.0 womol - L7 WA R A AL P 6 d W, A B PR Rk 4 v 2 30 Hh BB g b B RERR RBP4
MR, EE L W, midhgE 1 AEREE N B RS iSRS (K 4), R miR3979 Pt R
TR 5 BN Y 7K R X SV R ) AR
25 HERFRKEBHRKSEBENIN

MFE2ALEL: SWMRHEIS, £ 5 EFE R (As21-2 Fl As21-3) L 2 25 T il i FH BR i



$33 &% 4 M SRR 4 2 miR3979 £ /K R i 2 Y v A6 A4 575
30 2.5r1
miR3979-5p miR3979-3p &+
. 201
Eoot 1
= %) 1.5
Ja ®
=10t = 1.0
- H H H = 0.5
1 2 3456 7389 1 2 3 4 5 6 78 9
P R R
LHAELL; 2. As21-2; 3.As21-3; 4.As21-4; 5. As-21-5;
6.As21-6; 7.As21-7; 8.As21-8; 9.As21-11
B3 miR3979(-5p #=-3p ) &4 KA At A P oy R 2
Figure 3 Expression analysis of miR3979 (-5p and -3p) in the leaves of different transgenic lines
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Figure 4  Phenotypes of Zhonghua 11 and Ubi::MIR3979 transgenic plants under arsenite stress
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Figure 5 Specific arsenic uptake (SAU; A) and As translocation factor (TF; B) of Zhonghua 11 and transgenic rice plants

x2 BHAEHRRENZETFHEHRESH

Table 2 Comparison of total arsenic concentration in the root and stem of each tested rice genotypes

S R A 4 $/ (mg kg ™)

PR Bk

LA ESN
e 11 170.04 + 491 ¢ 10.14 + 0.29 ¢
As21-2 685.56 + 19.79 a 16.71 + 048 b
As21-3 250.58 £ 7.23 b 18.09 + 0.52 a
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Figure 6  Effect of arsenic stress on proline content of Zhonghua 11 and transgenic rice plants
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BFERTHAE 1. AR 3 F0 6 d I, 2% 56k DRAR R i P v A m] 9 M P o o I 8 v T P qE 11
MR [EAHER RS, 7EPALEE 3 d i, SEREDIRPRE A i v il 3 R 8 B s R BE R T e,
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Figure 7 Effect of arsenite stress on soluble protein content of transgenic plants and Zhonghua 11 rice in roots (A) and leaves (B)

2,63 ARAAEERE R0 ALHE 3 R, AL T RARR R I SOD & PR, HIE R
B TR AL DI s (EAE R S AR AR R 20 2 B AR S 3 . BIAL RS 6 RINF, 4541k SOD YT 11
FNETE (B 8A) o fEm v, BRARBEAYSE 3 K, ARk SOD 3 PR3 2 v R, (HrpAE 11 44
B SOD TG PE BN s TR AL AR . AL BE 6 Kmp, pqE 11 vh SOD i ¥ w5 e s, m7EfE S
LR H A 305 2 0 0 2 P05 o B RIE 2R 3 R, A5 (A BHR 2 rf POD T 4 2 35 PERE AR, ELA BRI
B POD 5 PRI @ T8 11 AiEbk; AR T 6 d )5, 48 11 REkk AP 9 POD & PEA THi %, miqfe
e UM AR ) R B IE 2 38 A, ELW R T qE 11(K 8C) o 7EMEAPRER AL BE 3 d i, 25 fHaslbt okt
R POD & P BT, BEAE AL PRI [R] A SE IS (55 6 RIF), 4B 11 A As21-3 9 POD Jf PE4KIH
BT S, BTE As21-2 REITUTIRERAR . 7ERIIE T, & B RHR R APX B (935 1 — B 2 21
il AEARFIES 3 0%, FeIEDIAEARAY APX B6 PR35 @ T P48 1L A RR, Rl Ab BRI (] AR AE I, HEfa] 1) 22
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B s (18] 8E) o RN Jr b, BRREDNA AR AL PR, APX RIS P 2 5 P ik, b A 11 A AR A 32
PR ZUM ] o B AL BRI R A RE A, As21-2 SRR L1 AR APX ARG PEIT R THe, i7E As21-3 Hif
PERZ B (18 8F) o 5 4h, BATAB, TesabPes 3 K, A4 RAR R iy CAT G0 8 35715,
{ELRE A A BRI ) A RE S, TG P SCRE A, SR S DR KL p iy CAT (935 PE A0 8 i T AE 11 4
PR(E8G) . fEM Rrb, Al e Jo e L bR 9 CAT 3% PR W & T A 11 R bk (18 8H) . i b 9 3
d e, AR CAT XA P Tk, AbFE 6 d o, As21-3 |y CAT B3l MK IH B35 Tk, L
fl Ak CAT 35 1 4152 21 B 2 4 ]
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Figure 8 Effect of arsenite stress on the activity of antioxidant enzymes SOD, POD, APX, and CAT activity in the roots and leaves of

Zhonghua 11 and transgenic rice plants

2.7  miR3979 7 I Fh BR 2t i 18 A [F) Bt [8] m R R IE 53 4T

WA 9 FT7 A8 R A B S [R5 (6] 50 (0, 6 1 72 h), miR3979 7E & (A ph it Frvh i 3
B AP AE—E 225 . miR3979-5p TEp AL 11 W RYFRIEE —H R NS MfE 2 it Rk R R
A T AR 11, HAERA 6 h IRk R fen, (HBEE AL BERS [R5 (72 h), HERkE
JHia TR, DB Yo ETHE B R Fk B 3 1 miR3979-3p 1 R AHE 5 miR3979-5p 1E4FAH
B AERRPria AL P 6 by, HAEHAE 11 M Fr o BRI TR UG LR, BEJS SR B MR ], I 5 A
P — AL T A AR 2 (B 9) o

3
PTAER, A IOKREX A Feiz . BUR BACAR OC H 2L Dh RESE A A9 28 52 5 1 F ML 1F 5 25 5 1 B
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Figure 9 Temporal expression profiles of miR3979-5p and -3p in leaves of As(Ill )-treated Zhonghua 11 and transgenic rice plants
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