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Abstract: There is few research on the flowering phenomena of herbaceous bamboo. To fully understand the
characteristics of bamboo flowering, the herbaceous bamboo Mniochloa abersend which was native to Brazil and
introduced to Lin’an, Zhejiang was studied. The research examined the morphological characteristics and
adaptability of Mniochloa abersend, and observed the selected plants at the stated hours to study their flowering
biological characteristics including flowering omens, blooming sequence of florets, flowering period and dura-
tion, inflorescence structure as well as seed setting. The results demonstrated that M. abersend was perennial
and tufted herbaceous bamboo, which grew not so well under 0 °C environment. Deform leaves would appear
before flowering. Besides, M. abersend had long florescence, good seed production and spike-shaped raceme,
belonging to the genuine inflorescence, whose basic units were twin spikes. In conclusion, M. abersend blos-
somed and set seeds annually, which could be a reference for crossing breeding and other research on bamboos.
[Ch, 2 fig. 22 ref.]
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Figure 2 Inflorescence structure of Mniochloa abersend
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