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Influencing factors of timber harvesting behavior of farmers under the

background of logging quota system

MEI Yuqing, SHEN Yueqin, ZHANG Xiaomin, CHEN Jun, FANG Qiushuang, MENG Jizhu

(Zhejiang Province Farmer Development Research Center, Zhejiang A & F University, Lin’an 311300, Zhejiang,
China)

Abstract: Since 1987, the implementation of the forest cutting quota system improved the forest resources
protection, and constrained the farmers’ timber harvesting behavior. In order to research the factors affecting
the farmers’ logging behavior, we conducted a survey of 122 farmers, from 4 villages in two cutting pilot coun-
ties of Lin’an City and Jingning County by statistical and empirical analysis. The results showed: 1) the dis-
tance from the farmland to farmer’s house and the complexity of application procedures have a significantly
negative impact on the harvesting behavior; 2) the farmer household’s education level has positively impact at
5% significant level, and whether the accreditation procedures are simplified than before equivalently has neg-
ative impacts at 5% significant level; 3) actual management of forest land area has a positive impact on har-
vests at 10% significant level. [Ch, 2 fig. 5 tab. 13 ref.]

Key words: forestry economics; forestry reform; cutting quota; harvesting behavior
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Table 1 Three related indicators of Lin’an, Jingning in Zhejiang (2013)
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Figure 2 Influencing factors of farmers’ decision making and behaviour
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Table 2 Descriptive statistical analysis
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Table 3 Descriptive statistical analysis
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Table 4  Definition of explanatory variables and descriptive statistics
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