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Development and performance test of a water filter for Sapindus

mukorossi pericarps after extraction

TIAN Cheng, XU Daochun, XTAO Sai, LI Wenbin

(School of Technology, Beijing Forestry University, Beijing 100083, China)

Abstract: In order to address the problems such as low efficiency, sticky and slippery workshop floor, and
waste of saponin caused by artificial leaching of Sapindus mukorossi pericarps after extraction, a new water fil-
ter for the S. mukorossi pericarp after extraction was introduced. The study proposed a “two-way rotation” as
the core concept of the new device structure. To verify the feasibility of the design scheme, a theoretical analy-
sis and a kinematics analysis of water filtering process were carried out. This study also used the prototype
made with additive manufacturing to execute the performance test according to the functional requirements. The
analyses and test results showed that the device structure was simple, reliable and practical. In addition, the
design of agitating blades with an axial drift angle & <<90° reduced the probability of pericarps build-up. More-
over, the average water filtration rate of the device could reach 45.83% and the average discharge rate could
reach over 85%, both meeting the design requirements. Therefore, the device can not only realize the separation
of the mixture of S. mukorossi pericarps and saponin, and the reuse of the mixture of saponin, but also improve
the extraction rate of S. mukorossi saponin, which makes it easier to carry out subsequent drying process and
promotes the mechanization of S. mukorossi processing industry. [Ch, 7 fig. 2 tab. 21 ref.]
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Figure 1 A filter for the Sapindus mukorossi pericarp after the water extraction
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Figure 2 Principle of filtration and discharging
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Figure 3 Force analysis of the filtering Sapindus mukorossi pericarp
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Figure 5 Experimental prototype and main component
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Table 1 ~ Water filtration rate of the pericarp at different speeds
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B3/ (r-min™) - - - 21/ %
Ry 92 S 93 A
280 21.37 17.16 26.20 21.58
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Figure 6 Pericarps before and after the filter at 60% of the Figure 7  Filter wall after the movement at 80% of
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Table 2 Consumption time and discharge rate of pericarps at different speeds

FEMS/s B R R %
B (romin) PR (/%
B4R B 241%% 3K FIASKE H2A%% HIMER
560 114.50 116,40 12190 117.60 91.99 87.46 90.43 89.96
840 7440 79.30 72.60 75.40 84.63 86.21 85.12 85.32

1120 24.20 19.80 23.50 67.50 86.92 84.28 87.18 86.13
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