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God-father & Earth-mother metaphor in Taoism and its ecological insights
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(1. School of Foreign Languages, Zhejiang A & F University, Lin’ an 311300, Zhejiang, China; 2. Department of
Science and Technology Administration, Zhejiang A & F University, Lin’an 311300, Zhejiang, China)

Abstract: God-father & Earth-mother metaphor in Taoist classics is analyzed from the perspective of cognitive
linguistics. The mapping between source domain (father & mother) and target domain (heaven & earth)is
discussed in details. The paper further studies the ecological insights reflected in this metaphor. The ecosystem
is an organic whole, the damage to which will be returned in the form of natural disasters. Man should pay
tribute to nature and be harmonious with nature. [Ch, 1 tab. 13 ref. ]
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