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Management model for watershed forests in Qilian Mountains
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Abstract: The watershed forest management system is a complexity system, and is important for protecting
our national water resources and ecological environment safety. In order to meet the needs of the watershed for-
est management practice in Qilian Mountains and the ecological environment construction in western China,
based on field investigations and new theories and methods of complexity science, a scientific, quantitative
and operational watershed forest management model is set up. The watershed forest management theories,
management objectives, management principles, target forest structure and management technique system are
integrated in this new model. Through improving the forest structure and practicing sustainable watershed forest
management, the ecological, social and economic benefits from the watershed forest management will be
gradually realized. And it will promote steady high quality water supply and the sustainable development for
Hexi Corridor Area in China, and help to address global climate change. The management technical sugges-
tions for the existing Picea crassifolia (Qinghai spruce) forests in Qilian Mountains are put forward. [Ch, 1 tab.
30 ref. ]
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