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Abstract: The male and female adults of Eucryptorrhynchus chinensis (a weevil pest) have a very similar
external morphology. Thus, to determine external morphological characteristics that could distinguish between
the sexes, observation of a large number of E. chinensis adults was conducted. A random sample of 2 389
adults in Linhe town, Lingwu, Ningxia, then observation with the naked eye and anatomical lens. Results
showed that the sexes differed in the shape of their metathoracic sternite where the medioventral line stretched
over the metathoracic sternite in the male, but opposite in the female adult and both sides of interrupted posi-
tion were convex. Also, compared with the female, male adults of E. chinensis had the last section of their
abdominal webs divided into two sections for a total of 7 in the male and 8 in the female. Since the sexual di-
morphism of the metathoracic sternite was readily seen with the naked eye, male and female adults of E. chi-
nensis could be effectively determined. [Ch, 2 fig. 1 tab. 5 ref. ]
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Figure 1  Differential characters between the male and female adults of Eucryptorrhynchus chinensis
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Table 1  Difference in number of spots on the 5th abdominal sternite between males and females of Eucryptorrhynchus chinensis
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Figure 2 Distinguishing characters of ventral male (a) and female (b) adults of Eucryptorrhynchus chinensis
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