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Abstract: Mountainous counties are an important geographical category and relatively independent area. When
making development strategy and exploring economic growth models, it is essential to balance the relationship
between economic development and social progress. In order to study the social and economic coordination
conditions in Zhejiang mountainous areas, this paper introduced the mathematical model and calculation
method of coordinated development degree. An evaluation index system of coordinated social and economic de-
velopment of county was built on the basis of the connotation of coordinated regional development; a quantita-
tive analysis of coordinated economic and social development of mountainous counties in Zhejiang Province be-
tween 2005 and 2012 was conducted with matlab 7.0 programming to get the social and economic comprehen-
sive indexes, the coordination degree, development degree and coordinated development degree of counties. The
findings indicated that there were comparatively large gaps between the social and economic indexes in Zhe-
jlang’s mountainous counties. In most mountainous counties, the economic development was significantly
lagged behind the social development. Generally speaking, the overall coordination degree was high and the

absolute difference was not big. However, the most counties or county-level cities were at a low-level coordina-
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tion. 44 mountainous counties in Zhejiang were classified into 3 major categories including coordinated devel-
opment, sub-coordinated development and disordered development, and 6 sub-categories. The paper concluded
with the proposed solutions to the coordinated social and economic development of the mountainous counties.

[Ch, 1 fig. 5 tab. 17 ref.]
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Table 1  Mountainous counties’s main social economic index and proportion of the provincial total in Zhejiang Province (2012)
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Table 2 Mountainous counties’s evaluation index system of economic and social coordinated development in Zhejiang Province
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Table 3 Metrics of coordinated development degree
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Table 4  Comprehensive index and the coordinated development degree of society and economy at mountainous county scale in Zhejiang

Province (2012)
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Table 5 Zhejiang mountainous counties’s social and economic coordination development type
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Figure 1 Space differentiation of mountainous counties’s social and economic coordination development level in Zhejiang
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