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Abstract: Salvia miltiorrhiza, a traditional Chinese herbal medicine, is widely used in preventing and treating
cardiovascular diseases. Due to the increasing demand of raw materials of S. miltiorrhiza, its quality has at-
tracted more and more attentions. Tanshinone is one of the main pharmacodynamical components. How to make
innovations to improve the content of effective pharmacodynamical component and improve the quality of S.
miltiorrhiza based on the existing research is an important work for the researchers. In this study, the latest re-
search progresses on the cloning and identification of genes and transcription factors involved in the biosynthe-
sis pathway of tanshinones, the molecular mechanism of how the elicitors to improve the biosynthesis of tanshi-
nones were reviewed. And then the problems of existing research and the future research direction involved in
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our recent research were also sorted out and discussed. In order to get a comprehensive knowledge about the
molecular mechanism on the production of tanshinones, researchers should pay more attention to three key
items. Firstly, alternative splicing of key regulatory factors underlying the biosynthesis of tanshinones should be
discovered and identified. Secondly, regulation of the biosynthesis of tanshinones medidated by non-coding
RNA shoud be paid more attention. Finally, we should pay more efforts to realize the fact of production of tan-
shinones using the stratagies of synthetic biology. [Ch, 1 fig. 2 tab. 41 ref. ]
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Figure 1 Biosynthetic pathway involved in the biosynthesis of tanshinone in Salvia miltiorrhiza
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FEBS AR A5 TR 77 A2 TS (miltivone ), #ETT& P Z B2 HAT, WERAZEER 8T 20
Z IR Z B AL SN RS AE , i E itk — B I 5

2 BRTAASE AN SRR EEA

VT TR R AE Y A AR R P B 05 P, DTS IR A A i 7=, A B AT DL R R B AR
WA Y. KPR IE TR AR T REEA YIS S TR, AEWIES TR AR R PR R
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WE9E N R B S A W55 T 0 P S0 A 2 A T 1V 20T . 2R A TR B B IO (YE) | 5
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it 100 g- L7 M EFIES T, SPFZSER - 24T 4.70 £ 5tin 100 g-L7 @) YE, SPFZE R 5
F+3.20 % Jahn 100 g-L7 SR FLBRE R, SPF SR 7 R T 4.20 £% . GE &M 88 TR W B 1Y
B-Z & T W2 (BABA) F1 YE Sl sl /& Uy 6] XF FH S Wi AC & B 2 , 5 %0 BEAR be fe 22 n] 42 5 4.50 £ o
BABA+YE PpllfEF, 7 BABA 4b# 3 d J5 FINA YE, X FFSEIME R IG5k, YAN %% Bl e gk
75 Wi Streptomyces pactum RIS EMRMIG, GGPPS, HMGR, DXS, DXR %5 4 /> 5k il 3 D i 26 3k &
BERTE, BFFSE R 12.61 57, Rk, S ERE SIS A FERE S 6 R 2=
BZYEFES., IS RAFESFAH 6 d )5 AE MR K(E R 0.64 mg-g™, H s HMGS, DXR,
DXS2, CMK, IPPI, CPS % 6 4> CAEEFSER A Rk it 0 L. YE FURE 7 (Agh) L [m 5 S b 3 £ 1
FHE0 A FRFH SR ™ & B &R FHSiE AR 9 d J5 A5 0 P2 00 1 fie KAE N 2.08 mg-g™,
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% KAH 0.93 mg-g T Fiht (DW), HH T X IR 0.16 mg-g™ (DW) B4 T 25 5.78 5, HAO 251121 % B
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GGPPS S5 RN KRB B3 L FESE LA RIRFHSE AR BN, AP 9 d J5 AT P+ S
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BB F (Co™) Al -2 3 5 TR (AIB) 5 3 FhARE W15 5 740 AL B PE 2 BARAR 38 b A5 0 P 2 1 1) 7 o
R, M3 FEAEAEYSES THRIES ISR, HiESRIAEYES 59, Hp 50.00 mmol - L
B TR T e PSR (175 mgeg™) , JEX AL PP Ay 4.10 £ 30.00 mmol - L 4R &1 A0S
SPFSE R R T 2.10 £55 50.00 mmol - L AIB 4b B 5 S P S 77 i 42 5 T 2.30 5. ZHOU 48/
M4 86 % 0.01 mmol-L™ # (La) X+ 2 BARMAEAT 5 F A B, 25 5 R FH S i A5 42 1 6 Bl 3L
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F S0 R 000 9 T R T AR PR S A AR b i OC B R R B R M A S W AR R B AR5
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mg- L™ 6% 2 RS (6-BA)BEE FFZ: M 1L A 7= 3 m 3.01 £5; [AIHZ i 3.00 mg-L™ 6-BA 5 0.20 mg-
L™ NAA fEfEFFS 0 LA F= 38 0.93 %5 [FEHRI 1.00 mg-L” 6-BA 5 2 mg- L™ JRE & (GA) gl =
M ILA e FZHE N 1.69 4% 5 [N 1.00 mg- L™ 8l & (KT) 5 1.00 mg- L™ 05|05 T /2 (IBA) GEAEFHZ: 1T A
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Table 1  Effect on the biosynthesis of tanshinone induced by elicitors in Salvia miltiorrhiza

e JiE B ik Jib g B

; SN 7 T S 5 B 1 7
FHF TR HF T4 e i - TR FHZE A AL it
FEEMFE ST Ag 30.00 mmol - L ERMR ST ZE I 2.10 £ [7]
Co* 50.00 mmol - L™ EEPIN STH S EE N 4.10 65 [7]

YE 100.00 mg-L"! ERAR HMGIR, DR, DXS2, 6 d I 3% B % K AE 0.64 S [10]
e CMK. CPS. IPPI R ormens

AACT, HMGS, DXR,
100.00 mg-L7"+0.03

YE+Ag* e BB CMK, FPPS, CPS, 9 d B3k 2 i KAE 2.08 mg-g™! [10]
e GGPPS, IPPI
Cu**, Mg*, Ji MS gL 0, Poe. filK =1 iy Cu®, Mg*, Zn*LJ
Znt*, Fe*, 05, 1.0, 15, 2.0 :)fﬁ Bk e P, Mo ik [11]
e
Mn** ik WA 14K
MeJA 0.10 mmol - L™ BRAR HIMGR, DXR, D52, B2 RN 5.78 4 [10]
.10 mmol - ESY S P2 il 1 . :
¢ ? GGPPS, CPS, KSL ! "
SA 10.00 mg- L FBARR GGPPS RS KEn 1.60 £5 [12]
HMGR, HMGS, DXR,
La 0.01 mmol-L" EEV/NI] BT S WA 1.50 £% [13]
CMK, KSL
6-BA 2.00 mg-L"! BARAR FH& R LA 5 n 3.01 % [14]
3.00 mg L~ +0.20 X
6-BA+NAA . EARAR JI2 A B 0.93 4% [14]
mg'
1.00 mg -L - +2.00 A )
6-BA+GA L FBARMR P20 1A 3850 1.69 4% [14]
mg-
1.00 mg -L " +1.00
KT+IBA - EARMR FEZ0 LA K0 0.21 £% [14]
mg'
2000 g -L " +0.20
PEG+ABA BRAR HMGR, DXS [15-16]
mmol + L™
AR T HEEEST 10000 g L ERIN) TS ER N 4.70 4% [7]
WA EUTE 100.00 g-L™ BARAR BT S W3 3.20 % [7]
. 100.00 g- L SN B W 4.20 £ (7]
5 iR
YE 2.00 mmol - L EARAR SAFH S N 4.50 4 (8]
1.00 mmol - L™
BABA+YE 1.00 mmol -L"'+200 E kAR B SEARI 9.40 £ [8]
mg-L’1
" HMGR, DXR, DXS, \
HesEE W 40.00 g-L! FEMRAR AP ER N 12.60 1% [9]
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XAE 0 2 53 DR ST A AN T TR, e S IR 45 A D i — b B AT SO 45 A ) UK 2B A i A2 B T
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B, #RIAEE SR T AR08 A S50 s IR 22 B TR LA AL A7 AE i Wi, A TR TR DG RE IR R 2k, xR AR
AR WA RO LA T o iR S A sk 2 A SRR A Rk . BRT, AR5 RO SR IR RS S IR AAR
BRI AT TIRAGY, 82 55 Sk I SE AR I2UE - 34 - 12UE (basic helix-loop-helix, bHLH) |
TP v 20 i 2H 210 A B F (myelocytomatosis, MYCs), WRKY il JAZ 25 JLANJERI (3 2) o
3.1 DbHLH ##%HZHETF

%) bHLH %% 55 PR 1 5% P HL 5% 27 i B2 A <7 i) bHLH X 38 17 8% iy 45 4 bHLH %% 53¢ A -F . bHLH
S5k 50~60 e IR AL, L 10~15 AN SRR 4 A1 B M 20 S 1R X 40 A 76 A7 S S TR A A
() HLH X% 509% LA 1 04 9 Bk S R DX 3 4 /8 FE AR ~F 1) His5-Glu9-Arg13 J7 51, 33 fifi 75 0 1 2 5L iR
X fig R 5] DNA | E-box (5'-CANNTG-3") f1 G-box (5'-CACGTG-3" ) fii i, It 52454, T HLH
S R4 3 P g K B IR R 2 1) R AR AR 2F 2 (1 AR T B, PRk bHLH 8 (5 DL R AR B Xk
ER™Y, HETCHE Y bHLH K iEH xH F O AR 2, Hh iR It Arabidopsis thaliana 4738 11
bHLH ZJi% i 0 A 164 4>, 7KF Oryza sativa Wb bHLH Z27% % 5 A 180 4~ T M Nicotiana tabacum Fi
#i %] Vitis vinifera 'F" bHLH %% 5 720 5145 190 A~ A1 191 AL B 5240 it # st iy, 127 A~ 2
bHLH Z& %5 St 7 & B4 &, Hob 7 A 0 g & BLeE m I B 25 5% iR (MelJA) 5 5% % .
SmbHLH37, SmbHLH74 1 SmbHLHO2 i UE 52 5 FF 2 i 25 4y Jou i) A3 & 2% U0 AH 5600 dy st #E
bHLH 2845 5645 716 JA {5 5@ 2 Poi = P S M P R 0 A= 0 & A EEIER . Boh, =
% 5% 7 SmbHLH1 1 SmbHLHO3 ) 4> < JE R Bl AH 4% 7o b, sr BT 2R B UL 2 AN SE R 1 363K 5 71 S0 1 AR i
B BB VIR OGP X SRS M43 F KT A TR AT bHLH 28 5% 5% 5 7 ] 42 1 S ) AQ & b i) 25 5
T T AR
32 MYC (#ZEF

MY C 28 5% 55 IR 7 J2 00 2 A IR 2K 3 R i o i 12 P A D G SR N F- o MYC B Z R Thiae, 77z
FAETF Y . MYC 2856 5 b MYC2 BF5E e M IR A . MYC2 %% 5% 7 & 4 bHLH {55 25 #4358,
J& F bHLH 85 S F K o MYC2 76 N s &5 14> JID 2543k, 5 JAZ 45 541567, ZHOU 5™
TR, F+Z SmMYC2a 68/ B IR 1R 1 3% 42 (W 45 49 3L ) SmHCT6, SmCYP98A 14 ¥y E-BOX H.{E; Tfij
SmMYC2b GEFI SmCY PO8A 14 () E-BOX H.AE, T Ez 4% FH %y 2 i (7] B2 45 FF S W i A 6 . T st
W KB, SmMYC2-like BEFI SmJAZ3 HAE, 1E/FSBARMW it ik AMYC2 5, FHS IS4 B 6
fiti 5 P SmGGPPS 13535 Fil, sFHZ 0 ik 16.00 mg-g ' (DW), /& H 6 B 5.40 £, i £ 35
SmMYC2-like J&, B FFSH =530 3.50 5.
3.3 WRKY £#&EZREF

WRKY % 53¢ Rl - G2 5 2 o S AR ) 1 K% SR 7 R I 2 — o WRKY % 5% R 1 £ 51 25 #9350 20
60 N IER AR LA A, L AR AR N Ui 7 A PRSP & SRR 5% Bk WRKYGQK 2 WRKY 4544 35 i) 1%
OIFA], BTS2 530 DNA 255 16 PR 55 58 1206 s R AL C oK Ui (1 B 48 25 (L 45 1 76 4 0 1) 3k Ak v
] R B T A

R B, WRKY #5358 7 R A AW K. LS5 T 61 4~ WRKYs JEH, K3
Forp 42 4> WRKY's Ji b0t GRAZ IR [ MeJA FIAR 555 (Agh) il , 57 E ARG B0 U oG o 6/ Jg ™
W R, 1S TRt KK SmWRKY3 J5, FHS 04 MOCHERG 3L SmCPS 3635 B, RS0
Feit ik 3.98 mg-g(DW), AHLLF XIS T 1.83 £%; Ml #ik SmWRKY3 J5, SmCPS )3RiE T, &
FF B 7= AL N 1.98 mg-¢ ' (DW), [Hitt, WRKY 4 2R FREMSAE P BB S 8, PS4 i iE
] P4 T
3.4 JAZ RKEHEZFET

S5 ZIM 25 K6 38 3 P FR l JASMONATE ZIM-DOMAIN (JAZ) 3 . ZIM 25 38— i 7 F JAZ B
fyrpa), EEH 28 DMEEERRALN; € N & A (TIF[F/Y IXG) Z5M9 3, 16 C K f 2 AN AR
Jas 45 {6 3 (SLX2FX2KRX2RX5PY ) i F JAZ ZE (111 C %y, 7£ JAZ P i AR ST o BFE 28, S JT
) SCFCOI1 & & 4K it JA-Tle, Jfilad Jas 854930 5 JAZ1, JAZ3, JAZ9, JAZIO0 (AL G ; Jas 25445k
JE JAZ A RENAG S OGS . JAZ 25 JA (5590 R AR Y 19 & BUZE L g I Th i 9215 L
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B o JAZ R IT A 12 AR, Hop 2 8 A JAZ S AR AR5 MYC2 AHEAE . B JFMYC2
4 [ 95 35 P MYC2-LIKE J 5% JAM1, JAM2 1 JAM3 1% 5 JA (F S5 @AM AR e k(% 2); Hr
JAMI F1 JAM2 43515 6 AR B JAZ A AHBEAE, 1 JAM3 HURRE 5 AR JAZ 25 U0t BLAF . i
F1Z JAZ 125 JA G50 2R A A A& LB R B —Le i g, 7E PSRk JAZ3 Fil
JAZO FEH e (o B RAR A PRS0 1 7 e 2RI RGBS SmIAZO & 1 fig 5 bHLH 2854 5% [+
BIFFIEH AIMYC2 B AE, i SmJAZ3 Rfig5 AMMYC2 HAE, #Ell SmJAZ9 5@+t 5 bHLH 2544 3 [+ H 4k,
SmJAZ3 i it 5 HoAth bHLH 2855 5% P 7 B AR I 4% M S W B G 85 s AFFEIE S0 SmJA Z8 8t (& 55 4k 1+
2, MFRIK SmJAZ8 HYEE LN B R R I XS JA F S A BURARAL; SmJAZ8 (1) KB FE SmJAZL,
SmJAZ2 F SmJAZ3 [k 5 AR T, 4R & P S I AL T R ARG R SRR, SmJAZS
R IT I AUJAZS 2501, B/ LPIARR (94580, 1M 25 A U2 JA (5575 JAZ B (B R JICE
] T R ) SR HE X I, AT WLBLRE I JAZ B UTE JA 15 5 A S W A AR /R B 0 i BT Sk 76 7
IS JAZ P45 PES A P R 1 A AR T ARG S 2% . P15 JAZ R HA R 5L i D RE A 1 T 0F —
A WA o

®2 HXAFHASMAE SRR

Table 2 Effect on the biosynthesis of tanshinone regulated by transcription factors in Salvia miltiorrhiza

G SR 53 [N - 44 B Rk R A Tl e N T 1 R FHE W 7 (1 A 4L 275 3Lk

i [ VA 4 AtMYC2-like pCAMBIA2300+ BARM P 5.40 £ [30]
SmMY C2-like pCAMBIA2300+ BARAR P& 3.50 fif [30]
SmWRKY?3 pCAMBIA2300+ EIRAR P 1.83 1% [34]
SmWRKY70 pCAMBIA2300+ B P 6.31 4% [34]
SmWRKY54 pCAMBIA2300+ BRR P8 2.23 7% [35]

1] A SmJAZ3 pCAMBIA2300+ BN T 94.0% (5]
SmJAZ9 pCAMBIA2300+ TR T 80.6% [5]

4 TR ST E A

FLAZ A W SE 5 5 77 A 1 mRNA Ji iR 2803 45— Fpoy a7 85 82, 72248 — Bl i) mRNA 43,
SUBH R A — P . (EAT A9 2L Y mRNA R 7R 8 a3 A ) A9 59 32 07 X (RS [ A9 35 12067 150 77 A AN TR B9
mRNA B8 AR, M AR O AT A8 87 82 . RNA R4S 39 32 R o Mos % 5 B AR A PE o, Je B SE N
TR EE TR, R FRIE R A R R SR E AL, S P BONIE R AR
AR St B R

BANA AR B AR AR Z B 5 — A EEN T ILE S 2 g, mBE T, K
5 Glycine max™, & 4@ Brachypodium distachyon™ KA, WigeFHSrh, Fi) I J 52 w8 00 % 4 R
(NGS) 1 #.73 F SE B (SMRT) K52 P $e R, 45 & XA & L 2Lk 45 e & 8L, KSL1, HDR, HMGR,
AACT3, MK I PMK R e R P BT Be i ro B4, i b vl WL, PRSI sk 48 vh e
8 it 35 PR 11 AT AR B X PR S i AR S B T BB A A VR o R SRR 4R R T R A A7 AR T AR B
Bt IR 0y U R itt— 2B HFSE

5 RE5k%

PIZ XML R A EZ N M E . ARSI S M R ER AL, Wi Kg, SRETS
JEZG A BN R AR E , DR ZGIR AR C O E TS MR o FLRT, X2 R A A 18 i W 5 T
WL T ILATr i . OFF S EREA BRI, /3B S0 RSA RSO B iR, sy 5
WIS E , SR PSR R A 0 A AR . (D i IR 7 B LR P AL ) R0 8 42 D0 45 A AT o B o
AT [l R AR A B 1A BUE 2SRRI RIE, TEFEZ R O AR AU & b e o 2 A
o [ WP S A S B LR, RIS S ALY 2, S GRSk . B BT A R 2 2R 8 R
(G e 53 PR 1 i 2 38 5 7 WD AR A9 2 BC R A, A4 7 e 5 PR ) ) 32 328 5 A L X3 2 B 5 A Gl
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PR . S H R TR RIS o 2Rl 4 00 R 42 D 4% 70 0 M AT (9 Bl b, S AR 4 1 )
. QR 2 A SR R R AR B 7 . ZIEPILERACEOR SRS A RO A R S A B ek
KA PR AR E PR R F s o

BEH DT IR, — 20 DB S 3 2 7S 2 i A A7 T 2 i 1) A8 20 5 SR L Ak 0 P BRAR R I T
BFBEEE OIS M R BAEENRESEL, WEAT MRS Hit, MWL
D7 R ST TAE . OFF S E A RO I 4 R 7 7] A8 59 32 A 3248 5 40 T OL I AT . @AE 4 % RNA
TEFFSEIREE B R R AR . OFF S0 G MUY= W BFIE . 58 ) TR B 2E = P S W AT R
HAHA VLG B ARG SIS0, A SO F 2 25007, P2 R 255 19 [ et 1 28
SE AR, JCBER A 5200 N AT

6 %% Xt
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