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Abstract: The tourist area life cycle theory (TALC) is the most important fundamental theory of tourism sub-
ject. The research used the tourist area life cycle theory and selected Mount Tianmu Nature Reserve and Fop-
ing Nature Reserve as research sites to conduct field surveys and data analysis. The study found that there were
significant differences in residents’ perception of and attitudes toward tourism impacts at the different stages of
the life cycle of tourism. Compared with the residents in Mount Tianmu Nature Reserve at the development
stage, residents in Foping Nature Reserve at the participation stage showed a higher support for tourism devel-
opment and perceived more social benefits and less environmental impacts and community interpersonal im-
pacts. It indicated that residents in these two reserves had different tolerances of negative impacts caused by
tourism development due to different stages of life cycle. Finally, this article explored the determinants of resi-
dents’ support for tourism development. In Foping Nature Reserve, perceived social and economic benefits sig-

nificantly improved residents’ support for tourism development, while perceived impacts of environmental
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change and community interpersonal relationships were significantly negative; In Tianmu Mountain Nature Re-
serve, the perception of social benefits and environmental impacts have no significant effects on residents’ sup-
port for tourism development. [Ch, 5 tab. 30 ref. ]
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Table 1 Comparison of basic characteristics of Tianmu National Nature Reserve and Foping National Nature Reserve
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Table 2 Distribution of samples of Tianmu National Nature Reserve and Foping National Nature Reserve
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Table 3 Comparison of residents’ attitudes towards the government’s tourism activities
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Table 4  Comparison of perception of tourism impacts among nature reserve residents
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RS ZHEIRERRKFHFFIR Logistic #2155 4

Table 5 Sequential Logistic model analysis to support tourism development
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