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Influence of farmer’s human capital on the inflow of forestland
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China)

Abstract: After the reform of the rural collective forest rights system, the transfer of farmers’ forestland is
helpful to solving the problem of the decentralization of the management of the rural forest land, forming the
large-scale management of the forestland. Since the human capital of farmers affects forestland inflow a lot,
studying farmers’ farmland inflow behavior is of great importance to find a path to solve the problem of farm-
land transaction. Based on human capital theory and combined with the characteristics of forest management,
this study used the valid survey data of 173 farmers in Kaihua County and Jiande City of Zhejiang, using
Heckman two stage model to analyze the influence of human capital on farmer’s forestland inflow behavior and
scale. The result showed that the average age of households had a significant negative impact on farmers’
forestland inflow behavior at 10 per cent significant level; with the increase of age, the influence of farmers’
creativity decline was greater than increase of forestry production capacity. Because farmers with higher educa-
tion had more employment opportunities, or the impact of farmers’ education on the inflow of forestland could
not be revealed in a short period of time, the impact of the input of farmers’ education on the inflow of forest-
land is not significant. The health care investment of farmers had a significant positive effect on the inflow be-

havior and the inflow area of the forestland at the 1 per cent significant level, and with the increase of 10 000
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yuan for the medical treatment expenditure, the farmers would inflow more 1.20 hm?* of forestland. The higher
the proportion of the forestry labor force and the more actual management forest area were, the more area of
forestland the farmer would inflow. Based on this analysis, this paper proposed suggestions on improving the
social security system of rural population, increasing the training of forestry professional knowledge, improving
the basic medical facilities, reducing the medical cost of farmers, and improving the market of rural forestland
transfer. [Ch, 3 tab. 20 ref. ]
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