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Age effect on biomass distribution pattern and optimization of allometric
growth equation in Eucalyptus urophylla xE. grandis plantations
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of Fast-growing Trees, Chinese Academy of Forestry, Zhanjiang 524022, Guangdong, China)

Abstract: [Objective] This study aims to analyze the biomass distribution pattern of Eucalyptus plantations at
different ages, so as to provide theoretical basis and data support for accurate assessment of carbon storage and
carbon sink in China’s Eucalyptus industry. [Method] Eucalyptus urophylla<E. grandis plantation in Leizhou
Peninsula was taken as the research object. The whole-plant harvesting method was used to measure the

biomass of various organs in 57 trees aged 1, 2, 3, 6 and 10. Using diameter at breast height (Dgy), height (H),
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and diameter at breast height-tree height (Dgy/H and DgyH) as independent variables, allometric growth models
for organ biomass, aboveground biomass, and total biomass without and with age variables were established,
respectively, to screen for the optimal model. [Result] The biomass of different parts of E. urophylla*E.
grandis increased with age, but the proportion of each organ to the total biomass varied with age. The
proportion of stem biomass increased with age, from 45.21% at 1 year old to 68.25% at 10 years old, whereas
the proportion of branch and leaf biomass decreased with forest age, from 19.43% and 16.31% at 1 year old to
10.51% and 2.91% at 10 years old , respectively. The proportion of root biomass first increased from 19.05% at
1 year old to 25.21% at 3 years old, and then gradually decreased to 18.33% at 10 years old. The root to shoot
ratio of E. urophylla xE. grandis ranged from 0.16 to 0.39. In selecting the optimal model for biomass of various
organs, the model with Dy as the independent variable (without age variable) had better predictions for root
biomass and total biomass than other models. The model with D3y H plus age as independent variables had the
best predictions for leaf biomass and aboveground biomass. The model with Dgy, H, and age as independent
variables had the best predictions for branch biomass. Regarding the prediction accuracy for stem biomass, there
was no significant difference between the prediction models with DgyH and DjyH plus age as independent
variables, and both models could predict stem biomass well. [Conclusion] Forest age has significant impacts
on the biomass allocation ratio of various organs in E. urophyllaxE. grandis plantations. The prediction
accuracy of branch, leaf, and aboveground biomass in E. urophyllaxE. grandis plantations significantly
improves if forest age is included in the allometric growth model. [Ch, 2 fig. 4 tab. 45 ref.]

Key words: Eucalyptus urophylla xE. grandis; forest age; biomass; distribution pattern; allometric growth
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Table 1 Basic informations of sample woods
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Figure 1  Patterns of biomass allocation in E. urophylla XE. grandis at different stand ages
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Table 2 Changes in single-tree biomass ratios among various organs of E. urophyllaxE. grandis with stand age

it HRArE Byt A it/ - AR Bt/ A/
o b2 TR TR o b Y TR
1 0.235 0.430 0.361 6 0.251 0.144 0.052
2 0.263 0.143 0.107 10 0.225 0.154 0.043
3 0.337 0.144 0.068
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Table 3 Models for estimating biomass of eucalyptus plantation forests by organ without stand age

BUMgRS AR B B Bi B Egs Fe Ca Ry Ewe/%
1 InDpy —3.390%** 2 .819%** 0.198  1.020 -2.796 0988 15329
2 ng, InH —4.204%%% 2 99k 0379  1.074 45139 0760  31.771
3 In(DjyH) —3.839%+* (98] *** 0.127  1.008  -35879  0.991 6.594
4 InDpy+InH —3.819%+% 2 008*** 0.931%+ 0,126 1008  —28.036  0.992 6.532
5 InDgy —3.900%**  2266%** 0.411  1.088 51183 0.779 8.105
6 Ing, InH —3.980%**  2.]139%#* 0.738 1313 94521 0337 12947
7 In(DgyH) —4.073%*%* 0,761 *** 0.509  1.138 67.036  0.660 9.651
8 InDgy+InH —3.078%**  3820%k*  —]783%** (0289  1.043 33.141  0.880 4.654
9 InDgy —2.752%H ] 443%%% 0309  1.049 30.082  0.615 4.669

10 Ing, InH —2.635%%F ] 367*¥x 0.494  1.130 64.880  0.294 6.724
11 In(DgyH) —2.685%+*F  (0.485%** 0362  1.068 41757  0.529 5.378
12 InDgy+InH —2.070%**  2392%kx  —]089%** (0252  1.032 23012 0.684 3.131
13 InDgy —3.878%¥*F 2 546%*x 0296  1.045 26836  0.961 5.702
14 B InH —4.520%%% D 634%%x 0515  1.142 67.830  0.583  16.449
15 "’ InDjyH —4.235%%% (), 879%** 0315 1.051 31470  0.891 8.424
16 InDgy+InH —3.968%**  2375%%x 0.195 0294  1.044 34402  0.944 5.982
17 InDgy —2.520%%*  2.563%%* 0.151  1.011  -23.122 0984 15244
18 nB, InH —3.179%%*%  2.653%%x 0.448  1.105 57539 0.662  51.487
19 In(DgyH) —2.881%+*  ().885%** 0.184  1.017 8271 0942 18871
20 InDpy+InH —2.616%*%  2.380%** 0.210 0.147 1011  -17.100 0977  13.434
21 InDgy —2.084%¥% D 558%kx 0.161  1.013  -18204 0988  17.691
22 Ing, InH —2.940%** 2 648%** 0451  1.107 58.157  0.655  67.534
23 In(DgyH) —2.644% %% (),883%H* 0.193  1.019 —4.695 0940  25.156
24 InDpy+InH —2.378%¥%  D380*k* 0.204 0.157  1.012  -11.837 0980  16.482

VM. By TEWITR; By, BEWR; By MAEWR; B WRAEYWR; B, M AR, By BAEWR. Erg 5REMMER; Fo BFIEH
Fi Cap FRMAZEAEN; Eyp. FHFMIRYE , =+ FoR P<0.001 KF EHBEY; Bo. Bu. Bn NEHERE.

RS, SRR E S (P=0.978), HULAT . FET A gy i, AR 4 SARRY 27 S nT A f AT
DR AERTKSE b, AN MRS 9 5l A K 7 R e LB R RS 8, I AUMRI 119 o 0 S A R AR TR Sy
32, HRUR BRI 32 AR R TR 8, H Eyp /N TS 8. AILFTAT: FERUKF b, JABKES AL
32 Dy RTINS AL . FEM AR LAY 8 ML R, (A I AMKES FUBERY 35 AYR2 >0.9, AL BEFE R
35 g AR TN A e AR AR . AEARKOT b, AN RIS A SR TR (BT 13) FA LU in AR Y e L
Y (R 37) BRI RS S5/ Engpo FHRT RN : AR W05t 1 S HE LIS B Ay AN S AR O 13, A
FAEYEKE F, B SRR 1 B AR (B 17) 500 APKIES B S R (B0 43), R 43
Wi T BA B R R BN By, PR 43 Syt 1A Wy A e RTINS . A 4R Wy ik P |
HEAT LB, AR B A 21 19 Eyp=17.691%, /NT-HIAMES B ACHL R 47 (Eyp=19.751%). L AT
Hl: AR RTINS AR IR 21 A i iR

3 #tig
I A S ORI A 1 S/ K A8 R A R 4535 2

T SR BE T HEAT IR A TSP g 25 R P20 IR M . AEARAO M EAE R S A E T S E
7 79.00%7 ARG EB . BERN T AREH A 5 S A=Y s ag el 74.79%~81.67%., b A4
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Table 4 Models for estimating the biomass of eucalyptus plantation forests by adding organs to stand age

T
Zg Rk B Bo B Ba B Ba  Bs  Es Fo Cu Ry Ewl%
25 InDgy+a S3617HRE 2820%kE (0 29]FEE  —(),089** 0.171 1015 4399 0963 14593
26 B, InH +a 27210 2156%%F 0,151 0.097 0225 1.026 38563 0973 20.152
27 In(DgyH)+a —3.516%*%%  0.908%** 0,084 -0.005 0.115 1.007 —0947 0993  7.167
28 InDgytinH+a  =3.552%%%  1378%%  [318%*  (.140 0066 -0.094 0.111 1.006 22.208 0988  7.957
29 InDyy+a —2.619%%% 1 671%FF  —0399% 0.155%* 0368 1.070 71897 0872 6345
30 i, InH+a -1.004 0.683*  —0.720 0.312% 0519 1.144 93797 0787  7.458
31 In(DgyH)+a —2.154%%%  0.464%FF  —0.591% 0.077%* 0415 1.090  83.892 0822 6935
32 InDgy+InH+a  —2.495%*%  4076%+* —2258** —0408  —0.178 0319 0299 1.046  83.620 0.894  3.931
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