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Distribution pattern and niche differentiation of
Polyrhachis species in China

LIU Huiying, LU Qin, XU Zhenghui, WANG Jing, LIU Jiyu, ZHANG Xiuwen

(Key Laboratory of Forest Disaster Warning and Control in Yunnan Province, College of Forestry, Southwest Forestry

University, Kunming 650224, Yunnan, China)

Abstract: [Objective] The purpose of this study is to reveal the diversity and niche differentiation
phenomenon of Polyrhachis species in China, so as to provide a reference for the conservation and utilization of
Formicidae insect diversity in China. [Method] The distribution pattern and niche width of the genus were
investigated using the methods of morphological taxonomy, collection frequency and Levins niche analysis. The
analyses were based on specimens together with data on habitats, foraging and nesting sites, and geographical
distribution collected via field surveys from 1990 to 2025, as well as relevant data obtained from literatures.
[Result] A total of 52 Polyrhachis species of the genus were recorded. Distribution pattern analysis showed
that Polyrhachis species in China exhibited significant niche differentiation in horizontal and vertical
distribution, habitat selection, foraging and nesting behavior. Yunnan Province had the highest species richness.
Among all species, P. dives had the widest ecological niche, and the highest species diversity occurred in
tropical rainforest. Polyrhachis species mainly foraged on plant and ground, and primarily nested on the tree.

[Conclusion] The spatial distribution pattern of Polyrhachis species is jointly modulated by multiple
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ecological factors, including altitude gradient, climatic factors and vegetation abundance. Most species possess
narrow ecological niche and limited adaptive amplitude, and are therefore recognized as specialized species that
are evolutionarily disadvantaged. When the habitats on which these species rely for survival are disturbed,
destroyed, or lost, it can easily trigger regional extinction events. [Ch, 4 fig. 2 tab. 40 ref.]

Key words: Polyrhachis; taxonomy; habitat; forage; nesting; distribution pattern
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Table 1 Composition and horizontal distribution of Polyrhachis species in China
- B PATBEAAT RAFANEL pen
YN GX GD HA HK ZJ HU FJ GZ TW HB JX SC XZ MA AH HN JS SX SD GS LN SH

B ZHIMLP. lamellidens 1 6 6 0 814 4 3 4 0 6 019 0 0 6 1 193 3 4 3 0 17
155 ZRLP. illaudata 9% 9 12 7 3 8 4 84 17 5 6331 1 0 2 03 0 0 0 0 17
Wik ZHILP. dives 26 11 23 9 1116 5 23 4 65 3 9 1 0 0 5 0 00 4 0 0 0 15
By ZHIWLP. vigilans 0 4 3 3 11 1 70 14 4 0 000 2 2 3020 0 0 0 12
4P, rastellata 26 7 9 3 0 44 45 7 4 4 000 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 11
F LR P. moesta 17 4 0 0 0 8 4 04 12 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 7 9
M ZFWLP. latona 6 6 0 1 10 02 32 00 001 0 0 000 0 0 0 7
182 Z R WL P. demangei 351 103 30 0350 000 0 0 000 00 0 7
My EQZHNLP. halidayi 91 7 5 4 3 40 40 000 0 O0OO0O 0O 0O 000 0 0 0 7
FRERZRNILP. tyrannica 0 3 43 100 00 000 001 0 0 00000 0 5
TR [CZ NP, wolfi 0 3 23 100 00 300 00O OO0 0O0TUO0TO0O0 O0 5
2| ZRWLP. punctillata 18 4 24 0 00 00 0 0 02 0 0 0 0 00 0 0 0 0 5
AL HNLP. proxima 17 4 8 0 0 03 60 00 0 0 00 0 0 000 0 0 0 5
TTAEZHNILP. jianghuaensis 4 6 4 0 0 34 00 000 000 0 0 000 00 0 5
YR HBLP. shixingensis 01 11 010 00 000 O0O0O0 OO 00O O 0 0 4
W ZRWLP. cyphonota 4 0 1.0 000 01 001 000 0 0 000 0 0 0 4
PRBLZRLP. fellowesi 01 1.0 510 00 000 0O0O0 0 0 000 0 0 0 4
LI ZHNILP. rubigastrica 04 00 002 02 000 000 0 0 000 00 0 3
LB LZHNWP. pubescens 1 4 70 000 00 00O OO0OO0O O O 00O OO0 0 3
F[33 Z P, armata 3. 1. 03 000 00 000 000 0 0 00000 0 3
W Z JNWLP. bihamata 22 20 000 00O O0O0OO0OO0OO0OO OO OCOTUOTOO O 3
#ZHLP. hippomanes 8 0 00 00O O1 00O O0OT1 0 0 0 0000 0 0 3
KBLZ P, striata 00 00 020 60 000 0O0O0 0 0 0000 0 0 2
15 ZHNP. paracamponota 5% 5 0 0 0 00 00 00 O0O O0OO0OO0O O 0 000 0 0 0 2
ZABZRILP. bicolor 4 1. 00 000 00 00O 00O O 0O 00O0O0O0 0 2
21 JE ZHNP. rufipes 9 0 01 000 OO OO O O OO 0O 0 00 O0O0 0 0 2
REHNIP. murina 1 0 00 000 00O 900 000 0 0 000 0 0 0 2
IR ZHWLP. cornihumera 4 2 00 000 00O 00O O0O0OO O O 00O0O0O 0 0 2
JHIRZRILP. zhoui 00 1.1 000 00 OOOOTOOO OO O0O0TO0UOO0O 0 2
JeHR Z RN P. tibialis 61 0 0 0 0 00 00 O OO O OO O 0 00 OO0 O0 0 1
B TRZ HIWLP. rotoccipita 2.0 00 000 0O OOO OOO O O 0O OO0 0 0 I
W FRZRNLP. thompsoni 150 00 000 00 00O O0OOUO O O 00O OO O 0 1
Bk ZHILP. bakana 10 0 00 000 00 00O 0 O0O 0 0 000 0 0 0 1
T2 HUBLP. brevicorpa 18 0 00 000 00 00O O0OOUO O O 0O OO0 0 0 I
ML HLP. furcata 6 0 00 000 00 00O O0OCOO0O O O 00O O 0 0 1
i) Z2 J WL P. burmanensis 4 0 00 000 00 00O OO0OO O O 0000 O0 0 1
ZRNZRNLP. thrinax 4 0 00 000 OO O OO OO0OO O O 00 O0 O0 0 0 1
5 J5 Z2HIWLP. orbihumera 6 0 00 000 00O O0OOO O0OOUO 0O 0 00 O0O0 0 0 1
-t ZHILP. laevigata 5.0 00 000 00 000 0O0O0 0O 0 0000 0 0 1
Wik Z HlILP. arachne 1 0 00 000 00 00O O0OO0OO O O 00O0O0 0 0 1
T ZHILP. gibba 20 00 000 00 00O O0OOO O 0 000 0 0 0 1
W J8 Z R P. dentihumera I8 0 00 0 00 00 00O OOO O O 00O OO0 0 1
KIFINZHIMLP. tianjingshanensis 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 00 O 0 0 0 0 0O O O 00 0 0 0 0 1
W B LRI P. subpilosa 04 00 000 00 00O OO0OO O O 0000 O0 0 1
FBERZHIBLP. zhengi 02 00 000 00O 00O OO0OO O O 00 O0 0 0 0 1
Wik Z JLP. lama 00 00 000 0OCO 00O O0OT1 0 0 0 0000 0 0 1
FAMIZHILP. cornuhumera 001 00 000 00O O0O0OO0OOUOUO O 0 0000 0 0 1
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Table 1  Continued

AGTH R A \
i it
YN GX GD HA HK ZJ] HU FJ GZ TW HB JX SC XZ MA AH HN JS SX SD GS LN SH

K ZHILP. confusa 0 0 0 0 60 0 0 0 0O 0 O0OO 0 0 0 0000 0 0 I
PRI R Z JIBLP. debilis 06 0 0 0 00O O O 0O 1 O0O0OO0OO O O O0OO0OTO0OTO0OTO0OTO0 0 1
WL HIP. hunggeuk 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 O 0 O 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
BT ZRILP. peetersi 0 0 0 0 1 0 O O O O 0 0 0 0O O 0O 0 0 O 0 0 0 0 I
B ZHILP. euthiacaena 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0O O O 0 0 0 0 O 0O 0O 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
WGt 32 027 20 13 1312 10 9 9 9 7 5 4 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 1 11
/% 61.551.9 385 25 25 23.1 192 17.3 173 173 154 9.6 7.7 58 5.8 58 58 3.8 3.8 3.8 1.8 1.8 1.8
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Figure | Richness comparison of Polyrhachis species in China
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Figure 2 Richness comparison of Polyrhachis species in China under Figure 3 Richness comparison of Polyrhachis species in China under
different altitude period different habitat
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Figure 4 Richness comparison of Polyrhachis species in China under different foraging and nesting sites
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Table 2 Niche width of Polyrhachis species in China

M K53 A SRl WA SR e RGP HEALETERE

B(L)i B(S)i B(L)i B(S)i B(L)i B(S)i B(L)i B(S)i B(L)i B(S)i B(L)i B(S)i

W ZHNWLP. dives 691 226 301 1.02 322 132 217 084 245 1.00 17.76 6.65
LEZJWLP. rastellata 612 213 28 108 270 117 226 094 160 0.6 15.57 5.88
PR35 ZHILP. illaudata 467 199 335 127 444 158 203 090 100 0.00 15.49 5.74
M Z RSP, lamellidens 998  2.53 1.00 000 100 000 180 064 100 0.00 14.78 3.17
F ZHIMLP. moesta 6.28 2.0l 180 064 180 064 1.80 0.64 - - 11.68 3.92
M IR Z R P. halidayi 1.66 094 1.69 079 181 090 204 108 394 1.54 11.13 5.25
LRZ WP, proxima 349 142 200 084 327 147 235 093 - - 11.10 4.66
HHEZRIWLP. tibialis 100 000 268 1.08 38 146 206 086 1.00 0.00 10.60 3.40
2\ ZRIMLP. punctillata 285 123 178 063 1.84 102 227 095 180 0.64 10.54 447
Tl Z R P. demangei 573  1.83 128 038 1.00 0.00 100 000 1.00 0.00 10.01 2.20
L Z RILP. vigilans 6.95 218 1.00 000 100 000 1.00 0.00 - - 9.95 2.18
[ 15 22 FWLP. rotoccipita 100 000 285 1.07 241 101 211 0.85 1.00  0.00 9.36 2.92
TTARZ WP, jianghuaensis 474 158 1.00  0.00 1.60  0.56 1.60  0.56 - - 8.94 271
WS ZRIMLP. paracamponota 118 028 212 082 230 111 211 090 100 0.0 8.71 3.11
B4 HLP. shixingensis 400 139 147 050 1.80 064 100 0.00 - - 8.27 2.52
LRI P. bicolor 114 024 178 076 185 090 186 0.66  1.00 0.00 7.63 2.55
AL RUMLP. hippomanes 152 064 200 069 200 069 200 0.69 - - 7.52 2.72
B IRZHIWLP. wolfi 450 155 1.00 000 1.00 000 100 0.00 - - 7.50 1.55
EL-RZ R P. bakana 100 000 238 109 152 064 159 068  1.00 0.00 7.48 2.41
W Z RSP, bihamata 168 074 188 066 100 000 188 066  1.00 0.00 7.45 2.06
FBRZ NP, tyrannica 400 147 138 045 100 000 100 0.00 - - 7.38 1.92
4] Z2 JIILP. burmanensis 100 000 1.60 056 267 104 100 000 100 0.00 727 1.60
B3 Z 0 P. armata 126 042 200 0.83 121 032 1.75  0.62 1.00  0.00 7.22 2.19
21 R ZHIWLP. rufipes 122 033 100 000 1.00 0.00 267 104 1.00 0.00 6.89 1.36
KM Z2 RN P. brevicorpa 100 000 196 068 169 060 181 0.80 - - 6.46 2.08
PBZLRMLP. pubescens 218 089 138 045 180 064  1.00 0.00 - - 6.37 1.97
BEFF ZHMLP. cyphonota 258 115 1.00 000 1.00 000 160 0.56 - - 6.18 1.72
R ZRNLP. thompsoni 1.00 000 1.14 024 210 085 192 0.80 - - 6.17 1.90
TR B ZHNLP. fellowesi 229 107 100 000 168 074 100 0.00 - - 5.97 1.81
LRI P. furcata 100 000 1.00 000 100 000 1.80 064 100 0.00 5.80 0.64
L1 ZHIMLP. rubigastrica 267 1.04 1.00 000 1.00 000 100 0.00 - - 5.67 1.04
M ZHNLP. latona 218 1.6  1.00 000 1.00 000 120 030 - - 537 1.47
i 8 ZHIWLP. dentihumera 1.00 000 2,00 087 1.00 000 100 0.00 - - 5.00 0.87
Wik Z I P. arachne 100 000 1.00 000 200 069 100 0.00 - - 5.00 0.69
JARZHILP. zhoui 200 069 1.00 000 1.00 000 100 0.00 - - 5.00 0.69
T ZHIWLP. laevigata 100 000 1.00 000 100 000 1.00 000 100 0.00 5.00 0.00
ZRNZHNLP. thrinax 1.00 000 100 000 100 000 100 0.00 1.00 0.00 5.00 0.00
[ 5 Z2 FIWLP. orbihumera 100 000 1.00 000 100 000 1.00 000 100 0.00 5.00 0.00
J7)8 ZRWLP. cornihumera 180  0.64 100 000 100 000 100 0.0 - - 4.80 0.64
SBZRWP. striata 1.60 056 100 000 100 000 100 0.00 - - 4.60 0.56
N HILP. confusa .00 0.00 1.00 000 138 045 100 0.00 - - 438 0.45
WZ R P. murina 122 033 1.00  0.00 100 000 100 0.00 - - 422 0.33
TE LR ZRILP. debilis 1.00 0.00 1.00 000 1.00 000 100 0.00 - - 4.00 0.00
W FLEZRNLP. hunggeuk 1.00 000 1.00 0.0 100 000 1.00 0.00 - - 4.00 0.00
FANAZHNILP. cornuhumera 1.00  0.00 100 000 100 000 100 0.0 - - 4.00 0.00
W2 FIWLP. lama 100 000 100 000 100 000 100 0.00 - - 4.00 0.00
FEis Z R P. gibba 1.00 0.00 1.00 000 1.00 000 100 0.00 - - 4.00 0.00
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B(L)i B(S)i B(L)i B(S)i B(L)i B(S)i B(L)i B(S)i B(L)i Bs)i B(L)i Bs)i
R ZRIMLP. peetersi 100 0.00 1.00 000 100 000 1.00 0.00 - - 4.00 0.00
KIFINZRILP. tianjingshanensis 100 000 1.00 0.00 1.00 0.0 100 0.00 - - 4.00 0.00
EBZRILP. subpilosa 100 0.00 1.00 000 100 000 1.00 0.00 - - 4.00 0.00
HCZRIILP. zhengi 100 000 1.00 000 1.00 0.00 100 0.00 - - 4.00 0.00
BRI ZHIMLP. euthiacaena 100 0.00 1.00 000 100 000 1.00 0.00 - - 4.00 0.00
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